3 ans de voyage 150

La mode
sous le voile

31 MAI 2001. HAMEDAN.

Sur la route de Téhéran, nous faisons halte a Qazvin,
puis @ Hamedan, située dans la province du méme nom
proche de I'Trak.

Nombreux sont les Iraniens qui, comme nous, viennent
admirer les grottes d’Ali Sadr, mais c’est surtout pour
nous 'occasion de nous familiariser avec le pays. Nous
nous attendions a ce que les femmes soient invisibles :
elles sont partout, derriere les guichets des banques et
des administrations, balayant les trottoirs de leurs tcha-
dors... En 1979, a encontre de la décision du Shah qui
avait en 1936 ordonné I'abandon du voile, Khomeyni a
imposé d’y revenir, mais ne les a pas pour autant cloitrées.
Rapidement, nous remarquons que ma tenue importée

Pollution
et bureaucratie

3 JUIN 2001. TEHERAN.

Cest sans grand enthousiasme que nous rejoignons la
capitale. Rien qu’a le regarder, le plan de la ville fait tour-
ner la téte. Quadrillage d’avenues immenses, sillonnées
de voitures — de préférence des Paycan, le modele natio-
nal —, Téhéran étale ses 12 millions d’habitants au pied de
la chaine de Alborz que I'on peut apercevoir vers le
nord entre deux quintes d’échappement. Sur les murs,
c’est ici encore le visage de 'imam Khomeyni qui se
décline en posters et peintures, entre les textes a la gloire
des martyrs de la guerre Iran-Irak, et les slogans anti-
américains.

Dans notre quéte des consulats, nous nous perdons cent
fois dans des quartiers ou les noms de rues ne sont plus
inscrits quen farsi. Terrible legs de la bureaucratie sovié-
tique, nous devons fournir un monticule de papiers, et
payer en dollars imprimés apres 1996, ni pliés, ni froissés,
ni écrits, le tarif le plus élevé qu’on nous ait jamais

de Turquie attire l'attention. Pour me
soumettre a la mode en vigueur, je
décide d’acheter un manteau. Dans la
boutique, le choix est restreint! J’en
essaie un court. « Cela ne convient
pas », me prévient en anglais Atefeh,
une jeune cliente. Et de m’expliquer
que le manteau court, qui s’arréte aux genoux, ne se
porte qu’avec un pantalon : 'usage veut qu’avec une
jupe on porte un manteau long. Car sous le voile, la
mode survit...

Dans les foyers moins traditionalistes, la féminité I'em-
porte. A la maison, Atefeh, sa sceur et méme sa mére qui
nous invite a diner sont vétues de jeans et de tee-shirts
moulants, maquillées et coiffées. Car, malgré le code ves-
timentaire draconien qui regne a l’extérieur, les Ira-
niennes se rappellent chez elles qu'avant d’étre filles,
meres ou épouses, elles sont avant tout des femmes.

du Sud...

En Iran, les femmes ne
possédent que de peu
d’alternatives pour se
Vétir. Les plus rigoristes
portent le tchador,

une grande cape noire
tenue par un élastique
dans la nuque.
Littéralement, ce terme
signifie « tente »

Signalétique locale
que l'on trouve sur
toutes les portes

de toilettes. Partout,
les femmes sont
représentées avec
leur voile.

en farsi. Ne peuvent

apparaitre que visage,

mains et pieds. Les
autres portent un
manteau sur un
pantalon. Mais
quelle que soit la

tenue, le foulard reste

obligatoire.

demandé¢ (130 U$ pour deux pays
seulement). Nos compagnons d’at-
tente s’étonnent que nous ayions

encore envie d’aller en Asie centrale.
Ensuite, pas méme une terrasse de
café ol se détendre. Pour nous dis-
traire, nous décidons d’aller au
cinéma : peu de films étrangers ont
franchi la censure. La production
nationale résiste tant bien que mal
(on connait en France Kiarostami ou
Makhmalbaf, plus controversé dans
son pays). Les Iraniens, comme les
Egyptiens ou les Turcs sont surtout
friands de kung-fu. Et nous ressortons séverement dépri-

s : le héros a conclu le film en achevant sa femme a
coups de pied dans la salle de bains. Vivement les oasis
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Tehran - Iramm WOmEN M.lulu
deputies. proposed three woden
for the President Khatami's nesxt
Cabinet

Head of the Women and Fam-
ily Commatice of the Maghs Fue-
mch Rakcie wid [ANA that the
propasal was mude following the
talks the women faction made with
President Khatam in wiich ke ap-
proved and underscored efficency
and cxpability of women o play an
active part in higher stale mampe-
rial posts.

RAHNAVARD
Pakeic, & Tehmn MP, mmed
Zahra Rahmwvand (chancellor of
al-Zahm University) . Soheila
Ielodarzadeh (MP) and Ma-
soumch Ebackar (vice president)
a5 the proposed mimsiers for the
Tubare governmeni.

She said that the three nom-
nees, in addition to hving the -
quired expenise and bong recond of
efficient managemend arc also
well known within the country,
adding that the govemment s ex-
pected to peeserve the siatus that
women deserve in the new Cabi-
et

Fakede said the theoe am pro-
posed for ministerial posts af the

JELODARZADEH
mapustrics dealing with socml, cul-
nural and sciemific affaim

Pointing 1o the share that
women exjoy in the Cabinet set-up
10 other countnes, she said lranmn
women have never asked for such
a8 sharc ai senior managenal level
bt expect qualified women 1o
play effective mle in the povern-
mend of reforms

Sha said the women fraction of
Majlis believes thai women who
have been proposed o the presi-
dent are highly qualificd and have
the requined Capabalities and ex-

[pertise

The MP however called on
other members of the Cshinet 1o
refmin from magnilying perform-
ance of women ministers and ex-
pressed her hope that upon the ap-
jproval of the leader of the Iskemic
Revolution and the president
women wil reach the stats they
destrve

Farthermor, she added, in the
meclings of the women faction
held with officials at the minisines
of foreign affairs, bealth, and
physical education organization
wiomen are expociod 10 be also as-
sigmed 1o the posts of ambassador,
cultural atache, heads of hospitals

appointment of women in such
posts as minister, deputy miniser
and director general in the second
termof President K hatami's ofTice
will provide a good epportamity
for dynamic activities of women
and their stronger prosende in the
nexd terme of maglis and futore
Cabircts

SHOJAIE:

Women Are Global Peace
niessengeis

JRAN NEWE POLITICAL DESK

TEHRAN -~ Presidential Advisor
on Women's Affairs Zahra She-
jak in a mecting with Secretary-
General of the ‘Global Peace
Millesnium® Conferente A
Bavagani here Saturday de-
scribed women ‘the global peace
MmeLsenpen’,

Shojaie said, that if women are
encouraged o have greater com-

munications with the international

governmental and non-govern:
mental organizations and they are
spared of nade social, domestic and
office treatments, peace and seci-
rity will farther expand,

She added, “Though the global
mass media have never prescnied
a tnae image of Muslim women,
ihe expamsion of direct oommuani-
cation between individels & well
as atales may pave the way for
revealing the trath and contribating
i the establithment of a uniform
global nale, expected by all ofus.®

Referming to women's piogress
in the Islamic Republic of Iran, she
said, “In the past two decades,
grounds have been prepared for
boosting women's participation in
vamnom fields, as well as strengih
ening family foundatios and while
BSING WOImE' s eXperizse al the in
ternational level, we have always
ll:rt:ud owr Islamie national cul-

Mehrangiz Kar's Trial Postponed

'Tclu'n (IRNA) - The trial af
Mehrangiz Kar (Berlin Confer-
ence participant) has been post-
poned for ooe month on medical
grounds upon the presentation of
a report 1o Judge Saced Mor-
tnzavi showing she needed fo un-
dergo dally radioterspy treat-
ment, said Kar's defense lawyer,
Farideh Cheirat here lasi week

Gibseirat s no new charges had
lbeen conveyed to Kar, adding that
she may bave been summoned 1o
Tehran's Public Count on basis of
the three charges which had earlier
been tefermed to that coun by
Branch 3 of Tehran's Revolution-
ary Court. Kar cited the charges &
disrespocting and ignoring the Is-
lamic dress code (hijab) and insubi-
ing the samctities in Last April's
Berlin Conference. She said she
had appealod against ber four-year

prison sendence, and sdded that the
coum was yet 1o ammounce the final
ruling on the case.

*It is rumared that | and Shahis
Lahiji have been acquitied, ® said
Kar. She said she was curml:r
undergoing cancer tremment and
added that according to a medical
repart by Dutch physicians ireating
her she had anly two or three mare
years to live.

Ghadir Sports Complex for Women

Inuugurui'ed _ln Qazvin

QALWIS (IRNA)  Ghakir Spor
Complex for “illlh.l! WIS, i
rated here inthe presence of the vice
president and head of the Physical
Education Cregsenivation (PED) on
Satarday

During the magumtion cere-
mamy, Mostala  Hashemi-Taba
said, "lmmian women were iradi-
tamlly deprived of their rights in
the past and afler the culminatson
ofthe Iskamic Revalution they have
mamaged to make eye-caiching
successes. theoagh their offons snd
s *

The Physical Education Drgamni-
zaton bas paid due afienizon 1o
promotion of spons in diffcees

L TR i
'| ylzrprivilegsd and remoic
areas, Wimricn b acdirgg tha the
onganization has tnined 20 thou-
sand coaches in diffcrem sports
ficlds 1o achieve the ohjcative

The drecior general of Qanvin
Province Physical Education De-
partmen gerend sud, "The con-
stracie: operabions of the spans
compler staned in 1997 and after
E rour years il has become
operat] Tl *

The: Tihader Complex has been
bialt in » parcel of kund with an arca
af I¥ ihousnd hectares and s
buslt-up areais 14 thousand square
ek

159 Sportswomen to Represent
Iran in Tehran Games

TRAN NEWE NOMEN'S DESK

TEHRANM - 159 Sportewen will
partcipate Iran in October Tehmn
Games, lmnian official sneounced
last week

159 woman athlews,
coaches, and 15 heads will ropre-
sent |mn imthe 3rd Tehmn Mushim
Wamen's Games 8o stan op Octa-
ber 23

The Muslim states are io take
pat i the confests comssting of 15
dufTerent sporting ficlds

The manager in charge of com-
man affars of lmeian Women's
Sports Associations sud, "branwill
partacipate in the toumament with
4 tennes players, 4 chess plavers. §

table tenmis spanswomen, 6 gym-
nasts, 7 badminlon sihleieg, ®
marksmen, § lac kwon do players,
12 buskesball plavers, 12 fencer,
12 walleyballers, 12 fiotsal player
13 kamatckas, 15 track-and-ficld
sportswomen, 16 handball players,
and 25 swimmers

M Robab Shabwian added,
“The sportswomen have atiended
the trainang sessions of the national
tcams &5 of the new Iranan year
{started March 21)."

The lranaan spantswomen ane 1o
play Friendlics agxinst home and
farei gn-based athbetes abead of the
Tehmn Games. conchaded b man-
ager

Women MPs to Field Women
Lawyers at Gunrdian Council

TEHRAN (IRMNA) - A group of
women deputics 81 Imn's refor-
mist-magonty Parlsament will fiekd
for the first {ime several women
lawyers for scats at the oversight
‘Craardian Council, its head and MP
from Tehran Falemeh Rakeie said
here last week.

She said the Judiciary Chiel
Ayatollah Mabhmond Hashemi
Shahrowuds has welcomed the pro-
pocal and the rames of o least foug,
woinen will be subminied to the
body 1n the speoming days

“Members of the women fac-
tion of the Majlis (Parliament),
dunng their meetings with the ju-
dicuary chicf, highlighted the peed
for the membership of women
brwyers in the Guandizn Council
which was welcomed by Ayatol-
lah Shateoudi,® Rakeie said

Rukede hoped that at st rwo
‘wamcn bo be appakngsd 10 the post,
saying lmnian women are cur-
rently not provided with necessary
juridical protection at the courts
and that they are Baood witls mamy

r

legal impediments.
The names of the likely candi-

RAKEIE

idates: for the lop posts have been
clecjed from amang "expert, com-
petent and committed® women
lawyers who were well aware af
*socinl and legal issues” of the
‘women, she added

The group of women deputics
of the Parliament, che said, have
als0 asked women 10 be appoinied
10 the heads of the couns and judi-
cial headquariens

The Guandian Council, co
jprising of six jurists appoinied by
ithe Supreme Leader and six biw-
vers, oversess laws which are
passed by the Parliament 1o con-
firm their conformity with the ls-
Inmic teachings. The lawyers, pro-
posed by the judiciary, arc clected
by the Parfiament

The Etymology of Woman as a World

A decp look inlo the mots. of
“swomen” as 2 word brings io lipght its
ongin and neflects the wdea of
woran's dependance on man, this
pring nee o lhe  fommala
Swomaewotman”. Simikarly the
word *fomale™  (futmale) and ws
Fremch  cquivalent  “fominine®
(Fereanaecudine | o well as the Freich
equivalent of wonan, 1e “femme™
(Terthomme) underline the idea of
sch dependwnoe sugpested by the
winds of occidental ongin

A closer ook mia the roots of
the words under question shods fur-
ther light on woman's “Raison
dietre” 0 the Westemn mental-

Aiddlc Pes-
sanp e “w {3 copulied
woman),_ andits Avest (an Old Per-
san language)ie “vad™ (marrags,
and copulation),as well as te Eng-
leeh woed “fuck® and dis German
equivakent “lucken® reveals the
story behand the Western npproach
lowands wamen.

Funber  examumaton af
“woma” a5 8 woed, which imitiates
with the peefix “wo®, which is a
coverted form of the Middle and

Anceent Persian wonds “wicp® and
“vaed” reliers o fis obvious meaning
of wotan @ somcons with whom a
man copulates. Since her “Raison
d'olre” id just meant For mand and
copulstion  Likewise ihe French
equuty: bent “femme™  (firtbomme)
comprized of the prefix *fu” derved
From “feck™ plus "honmme” (manj)
once more supgest the same idea
The ancicnt English word “wif-
mann” i vel anolher cxample
Marcover, a5 supgpesied by
Websster New World Dictionary
(1988 since the English word
wifc* and the German "weib® both
come Tram e Indo-European
word “weip® moanmng o (wist®
they mre probabdy taken 1o e
Spwisted in veil® . or more specifi-
calb "a woman twisied i veil®
H SREVET, the suggestion docs mol
gl 10 e commect, since il “wife™
i Baken b0 meean " 10 baist” o canmdl
desprste “twisiod” al the sume
e, Thepefare, if the applied ety-
malogy is taken o be comectthe
anccient Englizhwond "weilmann”
an! its mote recomd equivalénd
“ywman” designate "a man twisted
iz vell® mther than " womon
pated i wvedl™

Momover, the English word "o
wed” is @ conversion of fs Avesta
equivalesi “vad® (io wed) The
word “manage” designamtiong &
contract Of vow between a couple
5 comparable to the Persian *mary -
barin®, the Kusdish “markonon®
and the Raaji (An old Persian dialoct
on the brink of extinction)

Yet the Latin Etymalogical Dic-
tsomary (Paris 195%) sugpeats that
ke first par of “manage” namely
“mar” is derived from the Latin oot
"mas” {mascul imes) which ks con-
verted imo "mans” in (he posses-
sive casc, and s furst pan 18 used
m the French and Emglish word
“mariage”. How can a bilsicral
bond between wo persons (s man
and & wodssamn) st refer o one (the
man)? This may again be taken 10
reflect the Occidenl perspective
towards “woman® which is meani
1 be used by “man® in onder lo
stisfy kim

Thus the cymobogical cvi-
dences suggest the idea ibad in ihe
Western mentality, wontan is taken
a8 the second sex, and this is widely
disoussed by Wesiem suthors, po-
ets, amd jourmlests, whale cases of

violence, madeness, and descrmi-
naion againsl waomen is constanthy
being observed im the developed
and civilized countries. This ac-
counts for Simaon D¢ Boire's "The
Second Sex® an attempl to aven
the Europesn minds from this per-
spoctive and make the so-called
mademn communty b0 reconsider
the dscnnsinstive approach by
suggesting the iden of comidering
the female simply “a lumanbeing™
raiher than "The Second Sex”
While among some of the more
ancient European nations such as
laly, Serbia, Greece, and Russia,
“woman” it disignated by a scpa-
rate word independant from *man™
Ii s ipberesting 6o noie that the
Avesia equivalent of “women® ic
"genika” dermved from gene, amd
Nainka desigroe  “Hght™  and
“houscwife” as well Meanwlule,
the Avesta equivalentof “man®, ie
"mareta” also mears “io die” and
*pass gy . Thas from the ety mo-
logical poimt of view, woman m the
anciend Persian culture is consid-
ered & the “house-owner®
Reference *Human Rigts in
Imn® by F Joncidi
Mary Parhizgan

Lire la presse
anglophone dans les
pays qui en
proposent comme ici
en Iran nous permet
d’en apprendre un
peu plus sur la
politique, la vie
locale ou les meeurs.
Dans ce journal
acheté a Téhéran,
l'article situé en bas
a droite de la page
illustre parfaitement
la propagande faite
ici contre I’Occident.
L’auteur y démontre
par une tortueuse
dérive étymologique
comment la femme
européenne est
’objet de ’lhomme
et souffre de
discrimination.
Extrait : « (...) Le
dictionnaire
étymologique latin
indique que la
premiére partie du
mot mariage, a
savoir “mar”, vient
de la racine latine
“mas” (masculinus).
Cest donc cette
premiére syllabe qui
est utilisée en
francais et en
anglais dans le mot
« mariage ».
Comment se fait-il
que le mot utilisé
pour nommer le lien
réciproque qui unit
’homme et la
femme ne se référe
qgu’a ’lhomme? Cela
pourrait encore étre
interprété comme
reflétant la vision de
la femme
occidentale dont
unique fonction se
limiterait a satisfaire
’homme. Ainsi
’étymologie nous
fournirait la preuve
que dans les
mentalités
occidentales, la
femme est
considérée comme
le sexe faible, [...]

et ceci au sein de
pays civilisés et
développés ol les
violences et
discriminations

a l’encontre des
femmes sont
légion. »



